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Superintendent’s Message—Dr. Jorden Schiff 

This is a favorite time of year for many people for 
many reasons. The sound of music filled our 
schools with orchestra, band and choir concerts 
during March and April. The district’s art festival at 
the municipal complex for grades K-8 was held on 
May 4, 2017.   
 
Each year the State of New Jersey releases the NJ 
Performance Report for our schools. These reports 
provide information about how well our schools are 
performing and how we are preparing students for 
college and careers. The NJ Performance Report 
for 2015-2016 is available via a link off of the 
district website.   
 

The 2017-2018 budget hearing was held, and the 
budget was approved at the May 8, 2017, Board 
of Education meeting. The User Friendly budget 
may be viewed on the district website.   
 
In closing, in accordance with Department of 
Education regulations, water testing is taking 
place at all of our schools. As we receive each 
school’s report, information will be posted on our 
website and School Messenger alerts will be sent. 
Please be assured immediate remedial measures 
are put in place for any drinking water outlet with 
a result greater than the acceptable action level. 
Please visit the website for additional information. 

Assistant Superintendent’s Message—Dr. Lisa M. Antunes 

Children are born with 100% self-esteem, yet as 
they grow, their experiences shape how they see 
themselves. The results may have devastating 
effects on their behavior as well as their ability. 
Parents play the most essential role in developing 
children’s self-esteem. The following outlines a 
sampling of strategies which may be utilized for  
pre-school through elementary school-aged 
children in helping to develop and maintain their 
self-esteem.   
 
Accept children as they are.   
Children require unconditional love and 
acceptance to gain self-assurance. This does not 
mean that children should not be disciplined, but 
rather it must be clear that it is the behavior that is 
unacceptable, not the child.  
 
Praise children.   
Praise cannot start too young! Children who are 
praised for what they do well and for doing what is 
expected of them soon develop confidence in their 
own ability to act independently and confidently; 
whether it is picking up their toys or brushing their 
teeth without being reminded to do so.   

Provide stimulating experiences for children.  
If children express an interest in something in 
particular, encourage their interest by talking and 
reading together.   
 
Teach children to set goals for themselves.  
Whether the goal is learning to tie shoes or write 
a thank you note for a gift, it is important to 
celebrate each success. Children who experience 
success, even for small events, are more likely to 
persevere and to be successful as they grow. 
 
Take schoolwork and school experiences 
seriously.   
Show a true interest in the work your child brings 
home. Remember to ask very specific questions 
and listen to the answers your child provides. 
Showing an interest will encourage children to 
pay more attention so they can share their 
experiences with you in a positive manner. 
 
Display work.   
Good work may be just that; good work. However 
it is also important to display work that shows 
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Reading, Magic and More at 
Amsterdam School 
At Amsterdam School, March is always 
filled with lots of literacy enriching 
experiences! In honor of Dr. Seuss’ 
birthday, we celebrated reading with a 
week filled with various school-wide 
activities. Every day was dedicated to 
one of this beloved author’s children 
books. It is really hard to pick a favorite 
but that is what Amsterdam School did! 
Every child in the school cast a vote for 
their favorite Dr. Seuss. The votes were 
recorded on a huge graph in the 
Commons. Our 1st grade students 
practiced making groups of ten to help 
tally the votes! When the votes were 
counted, The Lorax was named 
Amsterdam School’s favorite Dr. Seuss 
book!   
 
Another exciting event was that every 
class in the school was given a buddy 
class. Classes read to each other in a 
variety of ways: holding books together, 
each child reading book to a buddy, 
audio books, eBooks and more! What a 
great week at our school! 
 
Tom Watson, children’s author, visited 
Amsterdam School. He created the 
famous Stick Dog and Stick Cat 
characters and enchanted us all with his 
warmth and humor. Children learned 

about writing and how to draw some 
of his characters. He took the time to 
autograph all of the children’s art work 
and some books! Six children won the 
privilege of having lunch with Mr. 
Watson by writing outstanding stories 
of their own! It was an amazing day at 
Amsterdam School. 
 
Amsterdam School promoted healthy 
eating and exercise by participating in 
“School Wellness Week” with a focus 
o n  “h e a l t h y  e a t i n g ” .  D a i l y 
announcements were made each 
morning with a “Wellness Message” 
from our School Nurse, Mrs. Zagari. 
We challenged each class to eat 
healthy snacks every day. The 
winners of our school challenge were: 
Mrs. Pugnet’s AM class, Mrs. 
Mehring’s, Mrs. Huesing’s, Mrs. 
Krahn’s, Mrs. Bates’ and Mrs. 
Caudill’s classes. They earned the 
Golden Carrot Award and a class gift 
card to Barnes and Noble. Everyone 
was a winner who ate a healthy 
snack! 
 

On April 19, Kelly Mehring was one 
of the 25 New Jersey teachers 
honored as a Teacher Who Makes 
Magic by Magic 98.3. Mrs. Mehring 
teaches 1st grade and all who 
know her see the magic she 
creates in her classroom every 
day! Congratulations! 
 
Students from 2nd and 4th grade 
made an appearance before the 
Board of Education on April 3. Via 
a Power Point presentation, they 
highlighted some of the exciting 
technology projects that took place 
this year at Amsterdam School.  
 
We are looking forward to many 
new and exciting adventures as we 
head into the final stretch of this 
school year! 
 
  
 

Amsterdam Elementary School—Dr. Mary Ann Mullady, Principal 
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Hillsborough Elementary School—Ms. Susan Eckstein, Principal 

welcomed David Adler, author of nearly 200 
books, including the popular Cam Jansen 
mystery series. In preparation for his visit, 
Mrs. Krawski created an interactive bulletin 
board in the main hallway. Colorful file 
folders filled with a variety of activities 
correlating with his many fiction and 
nonfiction texts were made readily 
available. Examples included word 
searches, dot-to-dot, crossword puzzle, and 
word scramble. Students could even test 
their photographic memory, participate in a 
performance reading, practice critical 
reading skills, learn about the elements of a 
mystery, and complete their own personal 
Cam Jansen reading log. Proudly displayed 
alongside those materials was "The 
Reader's Oath." All teachers and staff were 
encouraged to read the oath and sign their 
name on the board, demonstrating their 
love and appreciation of reading. On the 
day of David Adler's visit, we shared our 
board with him, and all students had the 
opportunity to attend an assembly, 
participate in a gym activity, and have 
books signed by him. 
  
Coinciding with David Adler's visit was our 
highly anticipated Read Across America 
celebration. All students and staff were 
encouraged to participate in daily Seuss-
inspired spirit days such as, “Not just for a 
sleepover, PJ party, or going to bed... Let's 
wear our pajamas to school instead” day 
with a suggested reading of The Sleep 
Book. As a culminating activity to the week-
long celebration, students had the 
opportunity to attend a musical performance 
of "Reading Rocks" presented by the Cat's 
Pajamas. Children had a blast singing and 
dancing along to a variety of tunes centered 
around the love of reading. A rockin' good 
time was had by all! 
 
What else is loved by HES students? Baby 
chicks! Kindergarteners anxiously waited for 
our chicks to hatch. Our chick eggs arrived 
from the farm before Spring Break. The 
kindergarten students learned that the chick 
eggs need to stay warm. Usually the hen 
keeps the eggs warm, but, since HES 
doesn’t have a hen, the chicks were kept in 
an incubator. In science students learned 

The last month at Hillsborough Elementary has 
been about nourishing the soul and expanding 
the mind! 

 
Mrs. Kunath is bringing students back to the 
present moment each day. As of January, all 
HES students have been participating in a 
mindfulness practice during the morning 
announcements. This practice lasts for a few 
short minutes yet offers a host of benefits. 
During mindfulness, students are encouraged 
to focus on their breathing, clear their minds, 
and relax their bodies. Scholarly research finds 
that mindfulness practice decreases stress and 
anxiety, increases attention, improves 
relationships, strengthens compassion, and 
offers many more benefits. Students are 
reminded to use breathing and mindfulness 
when they find themselves feeling nervous, 
anxious, upset, or distracted in the classroom. 
Taking a few moments to breathe will allow 
students to center themselves and bring 
themselves back to the present moment. 
Everyone can benefit from pausing, taking a 
few deep breaths, and resetting themselves. 
During Wellness Week, students in grades 3 
and 4 participated in a yoga class, also taught 
by Mrs. Kunath who is a registered yoga 
instructor. With a generous grant from our HSA, 
Mrs. Kunath was able to purchase yoga mats 
for our school. Students learned about the 
history of yoga, practiced poses for strength 
and balance, performed breathing exercises, 
and ended their class with a relaxation activity. 
Practicing yoga is a great way for active bodies 
to focus their energy and attention in a healthy 
way, while staying fit. 
 
We were PUZZLEd so we SEARCHed for a 
great author and found an AMAZE-ing one!
Mystery solved! HES students and staff 

about living and nonliving things, 
including what living things need to 
survive like food, water, air, a "just right" 
temperature, and shelter. The students 
watched the progress of the chick eggs 
by opening an instructional egg each 
day. These eggs are not real, but they 
model the growth of the incubating 
eggs. By the time the chicks hatched, 
the students knew all about how to care 
for them to help them grow and be 
healthy. HES students were so excited 
to meet their fluffy and adorable chick 
friends! 
 
In TP science, students have been 
exploring the different types of weather 
that can occur and how to stay safe 
during storms. Students also learned 
about living and nonliving things, 
including that plants and animals are 
living while books, buildings, and cars 
are nonliving. When the TP students 
returned from Spring Break, they potted 
their own plants and observed their 
growth. In writing, students practiced 
adding beginning, middle, and ends to 
their fiction or nonfiction stories. They 
discussed fairy tales as well as nursery 
rhymes and discussed Mo Willems and 
his books.  The TP students are really 
enjoying all of his characters! 
 
Third graders have been working hard in 
science, learning about animal life 
cycles and different animal adaptations. 
In addition to the science curriculum 
lessons, students had a chance to 
research characteristics and traits of 
several different animals. First, children 
chose a dog or horse breed to learn 
more about selective breeding. Then, 
students researched one of five zoo 
animals (gray wolf, white-cheeked 
gibbon, African penguin, Komodo 
dragon, or bobcat). All third grade 
classes took a trip to the Turtle Back 
Zoo and participated in an animal 
adaptations program, allowing them to 
see different animals up-close-and-
personal. Children learned about how 
these animals have adapted to better 

(Continued on page 12) 
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Sunnymead Elementary School—Dr. Tammy Jenkins, Principal 

After helping to solve our mystery, 
David Adler presented three 
engaging assemblies where the 
students learned about his journey 
to becoming a famous author and 
his process for writing books. Mr. 
Adler emphasized that a person’s 
writing is never wrong because it’s 
their wonderful ideas coming to life. 
He also reinforced that the 
inspiration for a character or book 
can be captured from ideas that 
h a p p e n  i n 
everyday life.  
He encouraged 
our students to 
keep their eyes 
and ears open, 
and get writing!! 
 
 
Read Across 
America Day 
On March 2, 
2 0 1 7 ,  t o 
celebrate Read 
Across America 
Day, students 
were transported 
to a variety of 

David Adler Visits Sunnymead 
On February 23, David A. Adler, 
author of the Cam Jansen and Bones 
Mystery series, visited Sunnymead 
Elementary School. Prior to his visit, 
Sunnymead students were engrossed 
in solving a mystery of their own. Our 
school was hit hard by a “Trickster 
Teacher” who pulled a series of pranks 
such as stealing the Box Top Trophy, 
t ampe r ing  w i th  the  mo rn ing 
announcements and hanging overalls 
on the flag pole. Along with 
Sunnymead’s resident Super Sleuth, 
Investigator Valenzano, the students 
got to work thinking about and 
analyzing the clues left behind by this 
prankster. Hundreds of suspect slips 
were completed by our intelligent 
students and many teachers were in 
the hot seat as possible tricksters. 
After a lot of discussion and hard work, 
the case was cracked and it was 
concluded that our very own Mr. 
Dlugacz was the mastermind behind 
this school-wide event.   
 

habitats. They explored the woods 
with Mrs. Laura Wynkoop, a 
bamboo forest with Mrs. Elena 
Riveles, took a safari trip with Mrs. 
Megan Damiano, and went on a 
swamp boat ride with Mr. Ari 
Dlugacz in Sunnymead’s annual 
Reader’s Theatre. The teachers 
guided the students through these 
lands with stories and breathtaking 
backdrops. 
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Triangle Elementary School—Mrs. Lisa Heisel, Principal 

Triangle School students enjoyed their 
annual  Read Across  Amer ica 
celebration on March 2. Students 
started the day with visits from the 
Hillsborough Middle School TOPS 
students, who read books to them. The 
almost 100 eighth graders enjoyed the 
opportunity to visit with students in all 
classes, from kindergarten to 4th grade 
as well as our students with Autism and 
Learning Disabilities.  
 
Then, students celebrated their annual 
Young Authors Day on March 3, with a 
visit from author Margie Palatini. In 
honor of her book, Bedhead, students 

celebrated with Crazy Hair Day. 
Margie treated the students to 
readings from her books and had 
a great lunch with 3rd graders 
who had won an essay contest to 
meet her. 
 
In March, Triangle School began 
sharing its Kindness Calendar. 
Each day, students were asked 
to complete one act of kindness, 
which was written on the 
calendar on the wall as you enter 
the school. Everyone enjoyed the 
special kindness activities and 
will continue as the months go 
on. 

 
Triangle School is looking forward 
to spring arriving and all of the 
wonderful activities we have 
planned! Triangle School….. It’s 
GRRRRRREAT!!! 



Woodfern School has been a place of 
fantastic and exciting activities over the 
past few weeks! It all started with Read 
Across Amer ica Day and our 
celebration of the birthday of the 
famous author, Dr. Seuss! Woodfern 
had a school-wide assembly where 
students listened to Mrs. Consalvo, Mr. 
Kerrigan, and Teacher of the Year Mr. 
Dugan read The Lorax. Woodfern was 
honored to have our mayor join us for 
the reading as he helped us recite the 
Reader’s Pledge, where we promised 
to read, read, and read some more! 
 
We are truly fortunate to have an 
outstanding Home and School 
Association at Woodfern. In addition to 
its generosity in providing fun and 
educational school assemblies such as 
Bubblemania, Brain Challenge, and the 
Wallaby Tails, our HSA organizes ways 
for our Roadrunners to show amazing 
things they know! The perfect example 
of this was our annual Science Fair, 
which was held on Friday, April 21. 
Many Woodfern students came out to 
share their expertise in the world of 
science. Teachers served as judges 
and students presented their science 

projects, their 
s t e p s  i n 
conducting the 
e x p e r i m e n t s , 
their findings/
data, and their 
explanations of 
the  sc ience 
itself. As you can 
see from the 
pictures, science 
is truly fun at 
W o o d f e r n 
School.  

Woodfern Elementary School—Mr. Steven Kerrigan, Principal 
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Woods Road School—Ms. Jodi Howe, Principal 

Over the past few months, 4th grade 
REACH students at Woods Road 
Elementary have been busy stretching 
their thinking skills by learning about 
the history of Marc Chagall and how 
his memories were portrayed through 
his unique, abstract artwork. Students 
had the opportunity to analyze many of 
Chagall’s paintings, considering the 
choices and placement of colors, 
shapes, and objects, as well as the 
possible symbolism of images.  Prior 
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to the project, 
students explored 
different styles that 
i n f l u e n c e d 
Chagall’s work, 
including Cubism, 
F a u v i s m ,  a n d 
Impressionism.  As 
their final project, 
students chose an 
important memory 
to be the subject of 
their art piece. 

Students included qualities of Marc 
Chagall’s work by using synthesis 
to incorporate cubist, fauvist, 
impressionist, and dreamlike 
elements into their final art piece. 
Students wrote detailed narratives 
of his/her memory, including an 
explanation of techniques and art 
styles used.  Lastly, students 
created a digital recording with 
Sc reencas t -O -Ma t i c ,  wh ich 
included a video recording of them 

reading their writing along with a 
visual of their artwork. 
 
Parents celebrated and honored 
the students work at the 4th Grade 
REACH Museum, organized by 
Ms. Dallenbach. Parents came to 
hear the students give a 
collaborative presentation of their 
learning, browse the displayed 
artwork, and listen to the video 
narrations displayed on student 
Chromebooks under each poster. 
The successful event highlighted 
the creativity and thinking skills 
REACH students use daily in the 
classroom.  
 
 
 
 
 



Auten Road Intermediate School—Mr. Christopher Carey, Principal 

assembly featuring the musical group 
Cello Fury. The group presented a 
unique take on blending rock and 
classical music within an educational 
format. Both assemblies were made 
possible through the efforts and 
contributions of the Auten Road Home 
and School Association.   
 
ARIS Choir Concert 
The ARIS Choir put on an amazing 
performance at Hillsborough High 
School for families and friends on the 
evening of March 23. Thank you to our 
choir director, Ms. Gabrielle Chaya, 
and the members of the ARIS Choir for 
a simply fantastic performance!   
 
Orchestra Recital Night  
On April 4, ARIS hosted its 15th 
Annual Orchestra Recital Night. This 
special night welcomes students from 
grades 5 - 12 to present songs in solo, 
duet, or trio acts. Thank you to the 
ARIS orchestra Directors Ms. 
Petrucelli and Ms. Chaya  for a 
f a n t a s t i c  p e r f o r m a n c e  a n d 
congratulations to all of the ARIS 
Grade 6 Band members for a fine 
concert and a job well done!  
 
Auten Road School’s Angela 
Cleveland Named NJ School 
Counselor of the Year 
“Ms.  Cleveland’s  enthusiasm, 
dedication, and tireless efforts inspire 
the students, staff, and community. 
She connects with her colleagues on a 
personal level. Since she has 
developed meaningful relationships 
with us, we know we can go to her with 
a problem. She has earned the trust, 
respec t ,  and loya l ty  o f  her 
peers.”   (ARIS Colleague) 

*** 
Congratulations to Ms. Angela 
Cleveland for being named the 2017 

National History Day Project Presents 
to the Board of Education  
On Monday, March 13, students from the 
ARIS National History Day (NHD) Project 
provided a presentation to the 
Hillsborough Township Board of 
Education as a part of Superintendent Dr. 
Schiff’s monthly focus titled: Spotlight on 
Students. Visitors to the board meeting 
were treated to a collection of student 
exhibits as well as an introduction 
provided by the NHD Project advisors: 
Ms. Nancy Patrick and Ms. Patricia Sellar. 
NHD student participants also presented 
by sharing how the National History Day 
P r o jec t  ha s  i mp ac ted  t he m .  
Congratulations to all 23 students who 
participated in NHD this year and best 
wishes to seven of those students who will 
be presenting at the state level on May 6 
at William Paterson University!   
  
Grade Level Assemblies 
On March 7, the entire 5th grade attended 
an assembly featuring the a cappella 
vocal band, Ball in the House. The band 
performed songs that ranged in style from 
doo wop, to R&B, to current pop hits. The 
primary goal of the assembly was to 
provide an educational link between vocal 
music taught in school and the music that 
students may hear on the radio. Topics 
such as: rhythm, melody, harmony, and 
percussion were addressed, as well as 
songwriting and vocal arrangements.  On 
March 16, 6th graders were treated to an 

N e w 
J e r s e y 
S c h o o l 
Counselor 
of the 
Year by 
the New 
J e r s e y 
S c h o o l 
Counselors Association (NJSCA). 
 
Each year the NJSCA recognizes the 
excellence and accomplishments of 
their members. The NJ School 
Counselor of the Year application 
process begins the year prior with the 
selection of honorees at the county 
level. Each county level Counselor of 
the Year may then complete a 
comprehensive application to be 
considered for the state level award. 
A selection committee meets and 
evaluates each applicant based on 
criteria such as school counseling 
innovat ions,  ef fect ive school 
counseling programs, leadership and 
collaboration within the school 
c o m m u n i t y ,  a n d  c o n t i n u a l 
professional development. 
 
In the fields of education and school 
counseling, Ms. Cleveland is a true 
advocate of the use of technology by 
both students and colleagues. She is 
a Google Certified Educator and 
champions the use of technology not 
only in the field of counseling but also 
to expand student learning as well as 
to collaborate with fellow staff 
members. She is a strong promoter of 
equal access to STEM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Math) 
and firmly believes in the critical need 
to eliminate myths about who can 
succeed in those fields. 
 

(Continued on page 12) 
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Hillsborough Middle School—Dr. Joseph Trybulski, Principal 
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HMS Musical - Grease 
The HMS Musical Theater Troupe 
r e c e n t l y  c o m p l e t e d  s o l d - o u t 
performances of the classic 70’s 
musical GREASE taking us back in time 
to teenage life at Rydell High in 1959. 
The cast was led by Liam Angello and 
Sabrina Schubert in the roles of Danny 
and Sandy along with Darren Kinlzer as 
Kenickie and  Annalise Drab as Rizzo. 
Nearly a hundred students took part in 
the production working behind the 
scenes on stage crew, costumes, make
-up, sound and lighting, in addition to all 
of the talented actors/singers in the 
chorus and ensemble cast on stage 
under the direction of Mrs. Barbara 
Szabo and the musicians in the pit band 
under the direction of Mrs. Ciji Coates.  
 
Special thanks go to the host of 
volunteers and supporting staff 
members that helped make this year’s 
musical another grand success. 
 
 
 

 
HMS GEMS - Girls in Engineering, 
Math & Science 
Students in the HMS GEMS Club 
visited Princeton University to 
participate in the 2017 Young Women 
in Science, Technology, Engineering & 
Mathematics Conference. Prominent 
female scientists and engineers from 
the US Department of Energy, NASA, 
NOAA, Bristol  Myers Squibb, 
Princeton University, the Princeton 
Plasma Physics Lab, and many more 
research institutions and corporations 
from around the 
region spent the 
day with the girls 
in a variety of 
formats that 
included small-
g r o u p 
presenta t ions, 
h a n d s - o n 
ac t i v i t ies ,  a 
keynote address, 
and tours of 
laboratories. 

Former HMS Student Visits 
HMS proudly welcomed former 
student, Max Dinunzi (HHS ‘16), to his 
old social studies classroom on Team 
7A. Max just completed boot camp 
training and is a newly minted U.S. 
Marine. He shared stories of training 
for a modern armed forces as students 
compared his experience with that of 
the training of ancient Greek and 
Roman forces that they had recently 
studied. Max also spoke of his 
personal goals and determination from 
his days in Hillsborough schools 
through his Marine Corp training 
leading toward college study and 
future training and service yet to come. 
 



On March 11 and 12, the HHS Robotics 
Team, also known as the RoboRaiders 
and Team 75, competed against 39 
other teams at Mt. Olive High School. 
Advised by HHS teacher, Mr. Christos 
Papadopolous, the team and its robot 
battled up the ranks and made it to the 
semi-finals! After an exciting victory, 
they moved on to the f inals. 
Congratulations to the RoboRaiders 
who won 2nd place at Montgomery’s 
competition, as well as awards in other 
judg ing  events ,  inc luding  the 
Engineering Inspiration award and a 
Finalist 2017 award. This success was 
followed at the Mid-Atlantic Regional 
competition, where Team 75 made it to 
quarterfinals and won the Engineering 
Inspiration Award. Diana Voronin, 
junior, was also named a Dean’s List 
Finalist. 
 

Continuing her streak of 
success, Diana Voronin 
competed in the Mercer 
County Science and 
Engineer Fair on March 
13. Diana won several 
awards, including 1st 
place in the Embedded 
System Category from 
the Science and Engineer 
Fair, the Achievement 
Award from the Air Force 
Research Lab, the U.S 
Navy/Army Research Lab 
A w a r d ,  t h e  I n t e l 

Excellence in CS Award, and the 
Excellence in Engineering Award from 
Ya le  Sc ience  and  E ng inee r 
Association. Diana was also one of the 
finalists chosen for the International 
Genius Science Olympiad in New York 
in June, hosted by SUNY Oswego. 
 
Congratulations to Anastasia Liu, who 
earned a $1,000 scholarship from the 
Art Educators of New Jersey.  
Currently a student in Mrs. Lynn 
Mound’s AP Art Studio class, 
Anastasia and the other four recipients 
from around the State of New Jersey 
will be celebrated at the Governor’s 
Award Ceremony on May 24 at the 
War Memorial in Trenton. 
 
The Awards Committee of the 
Northern New Jersey Chapter of the 
American Association of Teachers of 
German has selected sophomore 
Shridhar Parthasarathy to be their 
nominee to represent the NNJAATG 
Chapter as its Award I Study Trip 
Candidate this year. Congratulations to 
Shridhar and his German 3 CP 
teacher, Mrs. Meike Kirk, on this 
wonderful recognition and good luck 
on the next phase of the competition. 
 

On March 22, the HHS Guidance 
Depar tment  hos ted the  11th 
Annual College Fair at HHS. 
Representatives from 135 colleges, 
universities, technical schools, and the 
mi l i tary  were represented at 
the fair, and over 1,100 students/
families attended the fair. More than 
25 National Honor Society students 
volunteered their time at the event and 
did a wonderful job helping with the 
setup of the fair, as well as assisting 
the representatives throughout the 
evening. 
 
High school social studies teacher 
Robert Fenster was selected as one of 
11 Master Teachers by The Society of 
the Cincinnati to participate in a week-
long seminar held in Washington, DC, 
in late June. He was also chosen by 
the National Endowment for the 
Humanities to participate in a three-
week reconstruction institute to be held 
in Beaufort, South Carolina, in July. 
 
Congratulations to the 112 new 
inductees into the National Honor 
Society, who have joined the 86 
returning seniors as members of the 
HHS chapter of NHS. These students 
have met the high standards of 
scholarship, character, service, and 
leadership to earn this honor. The 
induction ceremony, held on March 28, 
was orchestrated by Ms. Elizabeth 
Zsenak, HHS special education 
teacher and NHS advisor. 
 
Seniors Eric Jiang and Joyce Lu have 
earned National Medals in the 2017 
Scholastic Art & Writing competition 
presented by the Alliance for Young 
Artists & Writers. From over 330,000 
submissions from across the United 
States, only 2,740 medals were 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Hillsborough High School—Ms. Karen Bingert (continued) 

awarded.  Eric earned a silver medal for 
his painting Cherubs and Grapes, and 
Joyce earned three medals: silver for her 
poem named Family of Four, silver for her 
writing portfolio entitled Between the 
Sidewalk and the Stars, and gold for her 
flash fiction piece called The Art of Eating 
Chilis.  Medal winners will be celebrated 
at a ceremony held at Carnegie Hall in 
June and have the opportunity to have 
their work showcased at the Parsons 
School for Design at The New School and 
Pratt Institute’s Pratt Manhattan Gallery. 

 
On Thursday, March 30, the members of 
the HHS Loudspeakers Club, advised by 
Mrs. Melissa Blevins, conducted an 
outreach program with members of 
student leadership groups (SLC, PRIDE, 
and REBEL) at HMS. The focus of the 
outreach was to foster communication 
skills as a facet of effective leadership so 
that they can carry the skills with them to 
future leadership opportunities. Members 
planned, organized, and facilitated 
workshops on the following subjects: 
Creating Dynamic Visuals, Speaking with 
Inflection, Managing Anxiety, Impromptu 
Speaking, and Speech Design. HMS 
students walked away from the workshops 
feeling enlightened and empowered by 
their high school peers' tutelage. The club 
is led by Aayush Goradia (President, 
senior), Riya Goel (Vice President, junior), 
Tharun Karipireddy (Publicity, senior), 
Gautam Kalluri (Secretary, senior), and 
Sowmya Kodali (Treasurer, senior). 

Congratulations to senior student-
athletes Megan Bull, Sompurna 
Choudhury, Alexander Gonzalez, 
Anushka Khanna, Matthew Sanders, 
and Monica Stamler, members of the 
Hillsborough High School Boys & Girls 
Varsity Swim Team. These student-
athletes have met the criteria for 
s e l e c t i o n  t o  t h e  N a t i o n a l 
Interscholastic Swimming Coaches 
Association of America, Inc. All 
America Academic Team. This is a 
tremendous honor for these student-
athletes and, more importantly, they 
represent Hillsborough Township 
Public Schools with pride and 
distinction.  Over 342,294 students are 
involved in aquatics at the high school 
level in over 16,432 programs for boys 
and girls. Approximately 2% of these 
students are recognized as high 
school Academic All Americans. Each 
student will receive a handsome 
certificate, sponsored by SPEEDO, 
noting their selection to the All America 
Academic Team. 
 
On Thursday and Friday, April 20 and 
21, HHS seniors participated in the 
“Every 15 Minutes” assembly that 
teaches about the dangers of drinking 
and driving. Representative students 
are claimed by the Grim Reaper during 
the school day, obituaries are shared 
with their classmates and teachers, a 
m o c k  c a r 
accident is 
staged in the 
school parking 
lot, “fatalities” 
are removed 
by a hearse, 
“ i n j u r e d ” 
p a s s e n g e r s 
are removed 
by ambulance 
and helicopter, 
c o u r t 
p roceed ings 
o c c u r  f o r 

charging and sentencing the drunk 
driver, an overnight retreat is held for 
student-participants and their parents, 
and a mock memorial service is held 
on the second day, during which 
parents and students read letters to 
each other about what they wish they 
had told each other before drinking 
and driving took so many lives.  
Guest speakers also include School 
Resource Officer Russ Wilde, 
Principal Karen Bingert, and Mrs. 
Karen Wells, whose son lost his life to 
a drunk driver. Special thanks to Mrs. 
Rebecca Balaguer, HHS Student 
Assistance Counselor, and Mr. 
Terrence Hoben of University 
Hospital NorthSTAR Air Medical 
Program, who are the event 
coordinators. Special thanks also go 
to the many other emergency 
response and law enforcement 
agencies from Hillsborough and 
Somerset County who gave time, 
money, dedication, and heart to this 
endeavor, all for the incredibly 
important purpose of helping to keep 
our kids alive. “Dear Mom and Dad, 
every fifteen minutes someone in the 
United States dies from an alcohol or 
distracted driving related traffic 
collision, and today I died……….” 
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Looking Ahead on the District Calendar 
May 22—BOE Meeting 
May 29—Schools Closed 
May 30—June 2—Multicultural Week 
Jun. 6-7—HHS Spring Arts Festival 
Jun. 12—BOE Meeting 
Jun. 19—Half day for Students 
Jun. 20—Last Day of School/Half Day/Graduation 
Jun. 26—BOE meeting 

Please visit the district’s website, www.htps.us, for 
additional events and details.  

Auten Road Intermediate School — Mr. Christopher Carey, Principal (continued) 

Ms. Cleveland has worked at Auten Road 
Intermediate School since 2007 and 
currently serves as one of three 
counselors in the building that supports 
nearly 1,200 students on a daily basis.  
Along with her duties as counselor, Ms. 
Cleveland also serves as the school’s Anti

-Bullying Specialist and school safety 
team coordinator. 
    
Ms. Cleveland earned her Bachelor’s 
degree in English Education with an 
Honors in Humanities, as well as her 
Director of Guidance Certificate from 
William Paterson University. She later 

earned three Master’s Degrees:  
Un i v e r s i t y  o f  P e n n s y l v a n i a 
(Psychological Services and a School 
Counseling Certification), Rider 
University (Organizational Leadership 
with an Outstanding Achievement 
Award), and The College of New 
Jersey (Instruction). 

Hillsborough Elementary School — Ms. Susan Eckstein, Principal (continued) 

survive in their natural environments and 
asked animal handlers questions about the 
creatures. Classes had a chance to explore 
the zoo, seeing most of the animals they had 
previously researched in the exhibits. For the 
animals that were out and about, groups 

completed “ethograms,” a special type of 
observation chart, to document the 
animal’s behavior. Students had a 
wonderful experience at the zoo and were 
ecstatic to see their learning come to life! 
 
During the month of April, the entire 4th 
grade participated in the Living Wax 
Museum. Each student chose an important 
figure in our history to research. They read 
a biography about their person in order to 
gather more knowledge about him/her. 
Next they dove into their lives by asking 
themselves meaningful question about 

their person’s life: What was family life 
like growing up? What was their 
education? How did they accomplish their 
goals? How were they treated along their 
journey? Students then took all that 
information and wrote a speech from the 
perspective of their person. They jumped 
into their person’s life and pretended to 
represent them. At our school-wide wax 
museum, parents, family members, and 
classroom grade levels were able to visit, 
meet the figures, and get to know a little 
about who they are and what they have 
accomplished in their lives! 

Assistant Superintendent’s Message—Dr. Lisa M. Antunes (continued) 

progress in a particular area of challenge 
for your child. Showing and telling your 
child you are proud will provide him/her 
with a sense of pride in themselves.   
 
Emphasize intrinsic rewards.    
Consider motivating children with promises 
of family outings or bike rides on the 
weekends, as opposed to a special snack 
or monetary rewards. 
 

Building children’s self-esteem begins 
at home. Children naturally want to 
please their parents and will do just 
about anything to do so. It is very easy 
to become frustrated with behaviors 
your child exhibits, typically at the most 
inopportune moments, however it is in 
these teachable moments that life-long 
lessons may become ingrained. 
Parents often beat themselves up over 
how they handled a particular situation 

and reflect on things they could have 
“done a better way” or “handled 
differently” or in a “more positive 
manner.” Ultimately, everyone makes 
mistakes and this in and of itself is a 
positive motivating experience for 
children. After all, in the mind of a 
child, if mommy and daddy make a 
mistake and say they are sorry, then it 
is okay for me to make mistakes too; I 
know they still love me! 

 

http://www.htps.us/
https://twitter.com/#!/HillsboroughBOE
http://www.facebook.com/hillsboroughtownshippublicschools
http://www.youtube.com/user/hillsboroughschools

